A methodical approach to the evaluation of neurologic conditions affecting the lower extremity.
This article has attempted to demonstrate a methodical approach in identifying and evaluating neuropathy affecting the lower extremity. Patients with neurologic symptoms present in a multitude of ways, with a variety of possible etiologies. Logical progression through the history and physical examination, classification schemes, knowledge of etiology, reinforcement by diagnostic tests and differential diagnosis, is the only road the physician can follow that will lead to an effective treatment regimen, with optimum prognosis. The following articles discuss specific neurologic disease in more detail. A methodical approach to each pathology will hopefully enable the podiatric physician to extract the information from the pages and into everyday clinical practice.